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Welcome to the Autumn
2010 issue of Scottish

Badger: your quarterly
newsletter from Scottish

Badgers.

Many thanks to those
who have contacted us
regarding our
newsletter. We have

also received lots of
comments thanking our
Editor,

Hutchison, for all his hard

previous lan

work on the newsletter
over the last 10+ years.
inside for

See more

details.

We hope you enjoy the
Autumn 2010 issue of

Scottish Badger!

Elaine Rainey,
Editor

The quarterly newsletter of the charity Scottish Badgers

As mentioned in our Spring 2010 Newsletter, Development
Officer Elaine Rainey has been working hard to develop an
important youth project which will tackle badger crime by
areas of known

educating primary school children in

persecution. She is now doing this in partnership with Earth
Calling - a respected organisation with like minded aims.
Our

over 50 Registered Badger Workers and an exciting additional

6Level Oned6 training is
project is due to start early in 2011 when students from
University of Edinburgh will receive training to assist with some
of our survey work. Raising awareness is a vital ingredient in
badger conservation and as you
are approaching this on many fronts, including events relating
to International Biodiversity Year. Rehabilitation is one of our
important remits. Trustee Tricia Alderson has an interesting
Report involving one of her local badgers.

| am pleased to let you know that Scottish Badgers has been
accepted as a Member of Scottish Environment Link (LINK).
The benefits are:

- access to a body of expertise, which can assist, for example,
by

documents such as major consultations which might impact on

with  Parliamentary  Monitoring appraising complex
badgers - a process that can be very time consuming;

- the raising of our profile within key organisations
representing our natural environment;

- direct involvement with ministers, civil servants and agencies,
and

- the opportunity to contribute to the wider goals of LINK.

We look forward to a long and fruitful relationship.

Our Species Protection Officer lan Hutchison has worked
tirelessly on many fronts within our organisation over many
years. Not the least of these has been the production of the
Newsletter. | would like to take this opportunity to thank lan for
maintaining and improving this publication to the moment of
As

crime, this has revealed the continuing use of illegal snares,

handing it over to Elaine.

especially ones set on fence lines, regrettably in some
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Young people tackle badger crime
New badger group for Strathclyde
Li mpyos

Watching badgers on YouTube!

instances by professional gamekeepers. Awareness raising
amongst our active Members and those in England and Wales
under Operation Meles is paying dividends. More baiting and
digging incidents are being reported to enforcement agencies.
Thankfully these and the number of successful prosecutions
sends out the warning that the likelihood of being caught is
iRcgeasifd- eat er recognition with

Since our last Newsletter, which was well received, there has
been the good news from our friends at Badger Trust (BT)
based in England but also representing Wales. The Welsh
Assembly had decided on a cull of badgers to help protect
¢attle from hoyine tybgrpulogis hTby é'e;?’HtF @l geaningful
science being overwhelmingly against such action. The cull
was announced and preparation work began. An unsuccessful
judicial review was lodged by BT but on 11th June 2010, BT
won leave to appeal against the judicial review decision which
had supported the Welsh
2010 at a Hearing in Cardiff, the judge rebuked the Welsh

Assembly in no uncertain terms and overturned that decision.

Assembl

Continual requests for records can be a bit tedious and
repetitious. However recently an old friend of mine who stayed

in the Borders for many years mentioned that he had

conducted badger surveys throug
the hard copy. He said: ABut
records that old would youbo.

due course | received a large file of paper records with hand
sketched maps and a whole host of other data now giving us a
unique insight into what was happening 50 years ago. Several
of the records suggested some badger setts were well over
100 years old then and were known by successive members of
families. So - if you do have old naturalist friends who might
have some historical information or recollections, have a chat
with them on behalf of Scottish Badgers and contribute to our

historical knowledge. Safe to say our records database is very

f g§ourer 4 W6 o gof ymparty ipforaatione nipgs gthepey is a

verifiable need to know.

Roger Caottis,

Chairman
Supported by .
@ The National Lottery® ’ & s
through the Heritage Lottery Fund
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in this issue

News from the Chair

SB Annual Conference

On 18th September, we returned to
SB @ Events )
Oatridge College for our Annual get
together.
SB Projects -

Species Protection Officer

SB Projects -

Development Officer

SB News ]
Around sixty delegates were welcomed to sunny

Oatridge, with proceedings getting off to a flying start
with a thought provoking talk on bovine TB and the
Krebs Trials by Malcolm Clark from The Primrose Trust.
lan Hutchison followed with a run through of recent
badger crime in Scotland.

Member s6 Pages

The morning talks yielded lively discussion over coffee,
with Ross McEwing following this up with an engaging
talk on the use of DNA to fight wildlife crime. Ross
drew from projects around the world and finished with
the exciting news about the possibility of the Police/
SSPCA having wildlife DNA samples tested without
charge in the future. If this project comes to fruition, we
could make massive headway in pinning down the
culprits of badger crime in Scotland.

Rescue & Rehabilitation

Brock Bites

Resources The afternoon workshops went well, with lots to be seen

at local badger setts and indoor workshops on bait
marking, crime scenes and watching badgers being well
received. The day came to a close with ELBG member
Chris Sydes presenting information on badger
emergence times, gathered through years of watching
badgers (with a little help from his trusty
6badgerometerdo!). It
earlier than we are led to believe!

Contacts & Events

Many thanks to Edinburgh & Lothians Badger Group
for hosting the event, in particular John Ellis and
Tricia Alderson.

Scottish Badger

W

Badgers & Biodiversity
in Luss

Thanks to the Ranger Service at Loch Lomond
for promoting the work of Scottish Badgers at
one of their recent biodiversity events.

Badger Trust Annual
Conference

SB Advisory Group member, Andy
Riches, reports back from the Badger
Trust Annual Conference.

This August, | had the privilege of attending The Badger
Trustods Annual Conference in
beautiful setting of Ardingly College and had a series of
vibrant and varied events. The evenings were dedicated
to social gatherings enabling delegates from various UK
Badger groups to meet, mingle and chat.

appear PDuringathe dayros Satprday and Sundayg wegwere given

a series of talks on differing matters of importance to
badger workers. Pauline Kidner of Secret World Wildlife
Rescue and Adam Grogan of the R.S.P.C.A. gave
fascinating presentations on badger cub rehabilitation
and release and the difficulties associated with it. lan
Hutchison of Scottish Badgers kept us up to date with
the | atest developments in 060
Wodroffe of the Institute of Zoology gave a very detailed
analysis of the RBCT (Randomised Badger Culling
Trial) statistics explaining why the science did not
support a badger cull as an effective tool in managing
Bovine TB.

We were updated on the legal campaign against the cull
in Wales, warned about the potential problems to come
in England and given advice on dealing with the media.
Professor Tim Roper, whose b
been published in the New Naturalist series, gave a
fascinating presentation on how badgers live in an
urban setting, the research for which was principally
carried out just down the road in Brighton. With a wide
range of speakers and the opportunity to meet and
exchange ideas with badger workers from around the
country, the Conference was a very stimulating and
useful event which | thoroughly enjoyed and would
recommend to anyone interested in badgers.
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CTS Species Protection Officer. .

Our Species-Protection Officer, lan Hutchison

ver the past few months.

OPERATION
MELES

The operation is slowly gathering
momentum and we look forward to
an official launch in October. |
attended a meeting in Sussex at
which a number of items were
decided on and points for action
from other partners allocated for
early completion.

| can report that all the single
points of contact have been
identified in Scotland and we will
begin shortly to send out regular
updates on crimes in the UK,
operations taking place and you
should receive a newsletter before
long highlighting what the priority
plan group has been up to.

We have completed an awareness
poster which will again be issued
shortly in an electronic format.

telephone number it is up to you to
print these off and having agreed
with your local police force insert
the contact number. The poster is
fairly hard hitting so be prepared.

The first request for training has
been submitted and will involve
Grampian Police and will take
place later this year at Inverurie
when 10 officers will spend the
day with me going through
legislation and general badger
awareness training. The Tayside,
Strathclyde and Fife Forces have
also shown interest although |
have yet to confirm dates with
them.

On the crime prevention front | am
preparing a series of posters
which will be available soon and
once finished it is my intention to
send them out as PDF files to
targeted audiences. The posters
will | hope raise general
awareness in the target audience
and direct them to the appropriate

/

place for advice on badgers and
problems relating to their various
fields of operation.

dincidents

As you can see from the above
graph we are getting much better
at recording badger incidents and
the subsequent follow up is made
much easier with partnership
agreements. Remember if you are
involved in any incident please
take the time to let us know about
it.

lan Hutchison
Species Protection Officer

There is no mistake in the missing

Planning News

Scottish Borders as you are aware was our first
target and having successfully presented the project
to them they have now entered into an agreement
with Scottish Badgers initially for one year to advise
on planning and badgers. The Scottish Borders is of
course quite a rural area and in contrast we are now
talking to the very urban North Lanarkshire Council
and hope to be able to report progress in the next
issue of this newsletter.

The two Local Authorities vary greatly in the
structure of their towns, infrastructure and available
habitat. Badgers can be found throughout the
borders whilst they inhabit many a back street in
North Lanarkshire. It is an exciting project and
comparing the two areas and coming up with a
common result will be interesting.

On another tack we have been in communication
with the three Lothian Councils regarding badger
records and planning and again | hope by the next
issue to let you know where we stand with these. |
hope to formalise an existing agreement with West

Lothian Council which Ron Bagnall has kindly
agreed to oversee and will be in discussion with the
other co-ordinators soon.

lan Hutchison
Species Protection Officer

It has recently come to our notice that there are anomalies
between local authorities and even within the same
authority as to when they might ask for a badger survey to
be carried out prior to planning consent either being
allowed or as part of the conditions of the consent. It is
really worth while trying to keep an eye open for planning
application being published in the local news and if there is
a conflict with badgers then raising the matter with them.
Please dondt think for a
be considered because they are often overlooked.
Although a priority with us they are well down the order
from other peoples perspectives and we must ensure their
welfare is looked at.

lan Hutchison
Species Protection Officer

mo m{

Scottish Badger
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| omitted to raise the subject
of snares in our last

newsletter for  which |
apologise.
On March 11" 2010 new

snaring regulations came into
force  with the  Snares
(Scotland) Order 2010 which
should have had some impact
on the number of badgers
being caught in snares.
Unfortunately with 17 badger
snaring incidents to date this
year this does not appear to
be the case.

You can read the full detail in
the order which is available
on our website under
downloads. Just to reassure
you we have not given up
and continue to seek a total
ban on snares.

lan Hutchison
Species Protection Officer

We had a black day on 17"
August 2010 when | received
reports from around the
country indicating we had lost
at least 9 badgers to road
accidents overnight.

As | write this we are
approaching the second
annual peak in road kills with
a total of 50 in August and
already 17 in the first seven
days of September.

Please keep sending in your
records, depressing as they
are, they are an early
indication to badger presence
and often the only records we
have.

As example a local Fife
farmer became concerned
that two badgers had been
killed in separate accidents
outside his farm in the space
of a few days. This spurred
him to look for, find and
identify a new badger sett
pEeviotu?]ly unrecorded.

ey wi aut o

lan Hutchison
Species Protection Officer
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SKILLS GAP

Students to
receive training
to improve field
skills

f%ff‘ic‘ér, Elaine Rainey,
_past few months. :

There have been growing
concerns of late over the lack of
field skills amongst our graduate
population. Upon graduation,
students are often forced into
voluntary work in order to acquire
the skills necessary to secure a
job in the environment sector.
Although volunteering obviously
has itoés benefits
an option f o-riddenod
students!

To address this, we are planning
to roll out an initiative providing
badger survey training to keen
students across Scotland over the
next few years.

We will be commencing with
Edinburgh  University  Biology
students in early 2011, then taking
the project further afield in the
following years.

TRAINING

e 9My09 Sai I

The Small Acorns environmental event in Dunoon saw the launch of our three-year, Lottery-funded project to tackle badger crime
by working with young people in the areas most affected in Scotland. We ran a poster competition asking young people to design a
poster and slogan to be used as part of our new project. We received over fifty entries in total, one of the winning entries is shown
above. Over the next three years we will be working with primary schools across Scotland, introducing young people to badgers in
a positive way. We will be piloting the project in the Lothians in the first year. We have commissioned environmental education
specialists, Earth Calling , to assist with the pilot project and to help us get the project off the ground.

N[EW
Certificate in
badger

awareness
Can children make a difference in tackling badger crime?
We have introduced a new
6Certificate in b
larger and closer to the badger sett, and as the ground for those wishing to learn, and be
. tested on, basic badger
is unstable anyway, there was a danger of the sett EETETESS S, TR s EmE
being damaged. The children decided something had to s el sidé ouf gcurrent
be done to stop it, came up with their own ideas and the Registeredg Badger Worker
O T o e
. opportunities for training,

Children plus dark woods equals excitement, but excited
children are rarely quiet. The prospect of seeing a
badger often isnot enough to
rearranging and coughs... so a bit of luck is always
involved, but there is one guaranteed way to keep a
group of children quiet i just a glimpse of a badger is
enough.

S

Everyone reading this will know that cliché, that there is
just something about them, and this charisma they have
is something that keeps children entranced. As an
environmental education organisation we do our best to
enthuse young people about their local wildlife, and
wedre lucky that Edinburgh i
badgers live in many areas of the city. Over the years
wedve introduced badgers to
whether spending an evening badger watching or just
following tracks and signs to find setts. When you see
how enthusiastic they are,
are willing to go a step further and protect badgers if the
need arises. The children of Blackhall Primary School
did just that a few years ago....

S

ito

Their local main sett is situated in a Victorian dump,
which is littered with old relics like glass bottles, china
and, strangely, shoes. On a few occasions, people have
come to dig pits in the ground in search of anything of
value, and a few years ago the after-school Wildlife Club
noticed this happening. Over a few weeks the pits got

involved and joined the club on a few afternoons, and
eventually he was able to tell the tale of when the bottle
diggers were caught and stopped, much to the

é¢wipl drheenosst i ¢ &I ifgtd] i Egen | én®dr g

BBC got in touch, and they starred on the Really Wild
Show to tell their story! Now those children have left the
school, but current pupils are lucky enough to have had
badgers move into the school grounds, where a couple
of years ago they dug out a new sett in the well
established wildlife garden. The morning it was
discovered the whole school was told at assembly and
teachers were just as excited as pupils!

There is real | no

y reason

dr@att inette satnie wdly. Obuidudly, théré &ree exceptions,

most notably where children are directly involved in

ma madgeh Ucringler ehtbsgh ofdmilye for lfriéride. nBut the

experiences we have, and the above is just one
example, is that the first response of children to

BadgRre fs on® Wi hAppy extitBngent,t nbtantdiffereace Yor
dislike. 1tés sad to think
in the wrong direction, but

the next generation can be shown another way. Habits
can die out and children a
what they believe in and care about, and hopefully this
project will help change attitudes and eventually lower
badger baiting in the areas we target.

For more info on who we are and what we do, take a
look at our website.... www.earthcalling.org

assessment etc.

Whilst the Registered Badger

Worker training heme i
Wﬁs‘?}iﬂg b

=

cl tsdité‘o% fo¥ %tRose o€

become more involved in badger
issues locally (with their name on
a call-out list held by SNH), the
certificate is simply a route to
learning more about badgers and
gaining  recognition of  your
knowledge and experience.
To find out more, contact Elaine at
elaine@scottishbadgers.org.uk.
children s h

w h (! oul dn g
LEVEL ONE
TRAINING AND

: hi :nmff$ig§wEkN}Tﬁ lel\l/i:

ol

Lothian on Saturday 16th
October 2010 . Following this, we
will be holding an assessment day
in Edinburgh on Saturday 6th
November 2010.

To book your place on either
event, contact Elaine at

Scottish Badger
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SCOTTISH
ENVIRONMENT
LINK

We are very pleased to say
that we are now the newest
member of the 34 -strong SE
LINK, and enter a new and

i - ” /:

st news from S

late

MSc dissertation.

cottish Badgers and'_,ft;@t

WILDLIFE DNA
FORENSICS

We received the following update
from Louise Hurst, who has been
working on this project as part of her

First of all many thanks to those of you
who kindly collected and sent badger

For example, a bloodied evidence item
such as a shovel confiscated from a
suspect may be swabbed for DNA, the
analysis would inform if the blood
sample contained badger DNA and the
profile of a specific badger which would
enable a link back to the crime scene
and/or suspect.

In summary, wildlife forensic experts
can now use DNA evidence to uncover
offenders and place them at the crime

Sign up for the
PAW newsletter

You can sign up to receive
the newsletter from the
Partnership for Action against
Wildlife Crime (PAW). Simply
go to http://
register.scotland.gov.uk/
Subscribe/Step1l.

(This lists all the SG
newsletters that you can sign
up for - the PAW Newsletter
is under the heading

different phase of being hair samples, these provided additional scene but in order to attain a successful GERVIF ONmME DI
. lved ith  th data to the Lothian and Borders badger conviction in court of law this badger N

more_ Invo Ve_ Wi : € population. The aim of this study was DNA reference database must exist to Changeo.)

political environment in to add DNA profiles of Scottish badgers provide statistical match probabilities.

Scotland. to the existing badger DNA database,

Scottish
above its

which at present _
Badgers has Cavpragg yfsbadgess,ip Englang and
managed,

wei ght 6 , Walgs, g

against all the odds for such a small

organisation to amend the Badgers Act
in Scotland via the Nature Conservation
(Scotland) Act a few years ago, no
small feat, and through the efforts of lan
Hutchison.

We now have a new array of allies and
both of us are taking time to work out
how to use our new membership, and
will discuss this with our fellow trustees
when we next meet in November.

We have within SE LINK events, the
Task Forces, use of staff expertise, and
other cross-cutting bodies we can

includes mainly

Using the specific forensic badger DNA
profiling system developed by the 2007
RSPCA funded research project, the
Royal Zoological Society of Scotland,
TRACE Wildlife Forensics Network and
the SASA government laboratories
analysed a number of samples provided
by both Scottish Badger members and
also the Moredun Institute. DNA was
extracted from each badger sample
using the hair roots and following
amplification of DNA by polymerase
chain reaction (PCR) the DNA was
genotyped using a genetic analyser.
The resulting genetic data from these
samples provided frequency of alleles in

Where resources permit this is an
ongoing project and therefore we would
invite you to continue to send badger
hair samples whenever possible. We
are looking for volunteers to collect
samples from road kill badgers from
throughout  Scotland. The sample
required is
approximately 20 hairs and from these
hairs the DNA will be extracted and
processed.

If you are interested in helping, please
look out for road kill badgers and, where
safe to do so, pluck a good finger pinch
of hair i it is important that the hair is
plucked so it includes the hair root.
Then simply put the hair samples into a
standard paper envelope and write on
the front of the envelope your contact

simply

Have your say

A consultation has been
launched on a strategy which
sets out, for the first time, a
high-level, long-term agenda
for sustainable land use
across Scotland.

Find out more at http:/
bit.ly/9QM1hp.

choose to join, so much more detail
later, when we have got our heads
round it all!

the population and as a result will
enable statistical analysis to predict the
frequencies of subsequent genotypes
Also important to say that we do not and provide match probabilities.
6have to follow a party |ine6 now on any
subject i we will remain our own CaSes of badger persecution are
masters, and decide and debate with frequently investigated by the police,
our own membership what we will do the SSPCA or RSPCA and local badger

details and the location of the road Kill,
either GPS / grid reference / other.
Then simply place the envelope into
another envelope and address to:

Dr Ross McEwing
Badger forensic project

(or not do), on any subject. groups. If sufficient evidence is Royal Zoological Society of Scotland NeW report
available then offenders may be 134 Corstorphine Road h hI h
prosecuted but the challenge lies in Scotland |g |g tS

Steve Jackson, Trustee connecting crime scene evidence to EH12 6TS

problems

suspects. This is where DNA plays a
key role, which may be analysed from
hairs, faeces, blood and tissue samples.

Eddie Palmer, Trustee and Vice -

Chairman Please feel free to contact Ross for

further details: rmcewing@rzss.org.uk. A new report has recently

Scottish Badger

Scotti sh

It is perhaps timely to offer a few words now, after five years
of the Code being in force in Scotland, and review it for our
needs. | have some fears that the cutbacks in both SNH and
the local authorities will affect the service to the public when
they have a problem, and that there will be more of a need
for all individuals to stand up for their rights at times, and not
be intimidated.

| monitor the access situation for the canoeing body in
Scotland, and there has been a welcome downward curve in
the numbers of incidents each year. However, there can
always be the odd rogue landowner or land manager, and
many of these (fortunately tiny minority), can still bluster, and
sometimes totally deny the existence of our different law!

There have been two main developments in the last year i
the National Access Forum have set up a Working Party to
|l ook at o6Commerci al
times of very large groups in the countryside, and a dislike by
some of e. g. mount ain
countrysided! The ot her is
known more accurately as IRC behaviour (Irresponsible
Roadside Camping). Research has shown that the dropping

Outdoor

Groupsbo,

gui des
concern

Cod

of litter, a general mess, and at times anti-social behaviour
such as drunkenness and fighting, occurs within 400 metres
of roads, NOT out in the wilds, where walkers, cyclists and
canoeists camp. Usually, fishermen are blamed for this.
However, the state of the east bank of Loch Lomond has led
the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority to
propose new bye-laws (as they can under the Act) to ban all
camping not on formal sites. This is extremely controversial,
so watch this space, as the public consultation has just
ended.

Access

If anyone has any access
being asked for advice (on eddiepalmer@classmail.co.uk),
OR get a copy of the Code from SNH, or obtain the new very
smal | pocket leafl et
are entitled to survey for badgers without permission, (as you
are not removing anything from the countryside), although it

imaways|wise td inferm farmerg etceof ywur prbseneenand a t

engage in conversation if possible.
making a l'iving
over owil d

6o0f f the
¢ Bddie Paimgro ,
Vice-Chairman
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they ha produced.

been published on
jnvestigations into pesticide
@oisonifg |of \Ani@als iy
Scotland in 2009. The repo

is available at http://bit.ly/
cpXkJC.

probl ems,

Dondt

Send an animail

Help Advocates for Animals
spread the message and
make Scotland a snare-free
country by sending an
animail. See http://
www.onekind.org for further
information.
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ur groups and memb

think SBMG is for you.

I n the coming we ek
developing our events programme,

but at this stage we can confirm
that wedll be
of events. Perhaps you might be
interested in coming to one of our
monthly talks on badger and
mammal conservation and welfare

over a cup of tea? Or maybe
youbre more interes
on your wellies and getting stuck

in to a survey?

Obviously the Strathclyde region

is a bhig area and for the time-
being, the group will cover
Glasgow, the Lanarkshires, the
Ayrshires and parts of Argyll.
Dondt 1l et distances
you and t he Group,
making every effort to hold
meetings and events across our

Badger
Conservation in
West Scotland:
Strathclyde Badger

hosti Mot an the deels roh o efirst

the Ranger Centre at Pollok Park
i Glaggod,| Hut kdee an eye on
Facebook for full venue and time
details.

Strange holes
around badger
meeting, wedl | be sett
first ever survey event. Over the

winter, wedre hopi

a detailed survey of the River

Clyde corridor i
eedteamd.pul I inhg y o
Strathclyde, youbol
wildlife crime along the corridor is

a major issue. It o
our first survey, will provide vital
information to Strathclyde Police
and Scottish Badgd
Protection Officer, lan Hutchison,
incthe mregoiny éightwagaenst badger
persecatidn. | be

eeeeeeeeeeeeceecee.

& Mammal Group

membership area!
Whil st we 0
events  programme
Facebook page (jus
the  Stathclyde
Ma mma |
_your attention
dlénts fn QdRilcad .
Firstly, towards
September,
inaugural meeting.
wi || be op
that youdll

the evening, The
outWilnat thé TGrol

Steve Jackson, SBMG Secretary,
fills us in on plans for the new
group.

Itds been a long t
Strathclyde Badger and Mammal
Group is officially up and running!
It is hoped that in the coming
months, the group will bring
together badger enthusiasts from
all parts of Strathclyde and from
all walks of [|ife.
professional badger expert or
someone with just a passing,

] ) ) involved.
casual interest in the species, we

Late 1996 1 the new north Tayside Badger Group meets at
Forfar Police Station, courtesy of Constable lan Hutchison.

Feb. 22nd 1997 i one of the precursor meetings to SB takes
place at the Salutation Hotel, Perth. It involves many
organisations, including SSPCA, Scottish Government, SNH
etc. The minutes go out to many people, including Constable
Hutchison.

A committee gradually gets its act together over the next 2
years, chaired by Sandy Kerr, ex-SNH. Many of the issues
raised are still with us today, e.g. persecution and Police
response, damage to badger setts due to development, road
casualties, bovine TB.

May 7th, 1999 i the committee of Scottish Badgers, meeting
at Battleby, see an example of

Scottish Badger

Badger
Group)
to a
the

This meeting

meeting_will set

achieve and how you can get

Il be

on our
t search for
and
webd |

%ouple of
ut

p uThé inexh few gmontbsu will be
very exciting fo
love you to get involved as an
acltiY(eemer?b(e)r ordarsgp\ﬁorter as
we develop our group. Please
contact us through our
Facebook page or, alternatively,
b e lealieo yodri detrils awithr Steve

Jackson, Group Secretary, on

al lg7psBd 1t gggasfiopedy
up _a

svenjdtksonE 01 %dm Onemd
wedl | keep you
meetings and events.

hoping to
ééeéééééceééeceéece.

end of

we o6l |

to
join

en

P hopbs® to?

Wedr e

newsletter, and then ask lan Hutchison if he would kindly
write and edit a newsletter for SB. A small SNH grant is
won, to cover administrative costs.

October 12th, 1999 i lan is asked to prepare papers for
the Annual Conference

November 13th, 1999 i the day of the conference, and lan
helps out.

December 7th Committee meeting i lan writes a paper for
the group on reporting persecution incidents, and also a
first paper on the usefulness of a Development Officer post
appears.

September, 2000 i lan does most of the work towards a
stall at the Vane Farm Wildlife Fair for the whole weekend.
A grant application goes into SNH (written by Sandy Kerr
and Sybil Verner, the Secretary), for a Development Officer
post.

lan, after interview and appointment,
job as SBos

April 1st, 2001 i
commences a first 3-y ear
Officer.

fi t

the North Tayside Groupos
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A: What you have described
sounds like either a collapse
or a ventilation hole.

This is quite common on setts
where tunnels are close to the

surface. Tunnels either
collapse inadvertently (and
may then become new

entrances or just be left) or
they might be ventilation
holes.

Ventilation holes are normally
5-10cm in diameter, caused
by badgers apparently
burrowing up from the tunnel
below. When the outside
temperature is very low, these
ventilation holes have been
known to display a rim of
frost, caused by the warm
moist air rising from within the
sett.

Crowning down holes tend to
be much bigger, with angular
sides and often the marks of
the spade are visible around
the edges.

DVe\vCellto p maetht
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| the latest news fron

North Tayside Badger Group:
List of surveys

October 2010 to December
2010

This winter we are looking to focus our survey
effort in areas where little survey has previously
been undertaken or where historic accounts of
badgers are known. In addition, we would like to
complete the survey of the proposed Perth Bypass.
A varied programme is  suggested that
encompasses sites across North Tayside and South
Aberdeenshire.

Survey procedure

The Survey Timetable lists dates and areas (some
Saturdays, some Sundays), with allocated leader.An
email reminder will be issued the week before each
survey to NTBG members, which will provide further
information. The approximate area is listed below, to
give members an idea of travel time, but contact by
you is required in the week beforehand, and please by
the Friday night at the latest, to receive full meeting
instructions and confirm your attendance.

New and inexperienced members are very welcome to
join these surveys. All of the survey days will be full
days. Those attending are asked to come suitably
prepared and remember to bring warm and waterproof
clothing and sturdy footwear (as surveys are likely to
involve walking over uneven ground). Please bring
refreshments and a packed lunch.

Leader contact details
Eddie Palmer: tel . 01307 820454 or e-mail
eddiepalmer@classmail.co.uk

SPOTTED: wh a't

Edinburgh & Lothians Badger Group recently received a call
from a central Edinburgh resident who came across a badger
whilst walking her dog in Queen Street Gardens. For those
unfamiliar with Edinburgh, this is just a stones throw away
from Princes Street! It is suspected that the badger may have
strayed from itos
Could this be Britainos
CERECECEARERRERRARARRARRARRARAGECERE
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Roger Cottis sent in the above image of a badger seen
foraging in a wheat field.

Scottish Badger

Dave Walsh: tel. 01307 820367 or e-mail

dbwal@tiscali.co.uk

Jackie Webley : (m) 07500 842768 (t) 01356 648221 or
email jackie.webley@virgin.net

Caroline Walker: tel. 01382 370487 or e-mail
carolinewalker05@hotmail.com

Survey timetable

Dave
Walsh

Initial General

Location Details

Glenogil

Jackie Sunday
Sunday,
Nov. 14th

Eddie
Palmer

Glen Farg (Bridge of
Earn area

Caroline

Please bring friends or family with you or pass on the
survey timetable information to others who may be
interested in coming along. Many thanks.

home in the Bot
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Calling all
photographers!

We are looking for all manner of
badger-related images in
whatever format you may have
available - slides, digital images
or those on photographic paper.

We are looking for images to
illustrate all aspects of badgers
and badger issues.

You might have some pretty
close-ups taken whilst badger
watching.

Or perhaps you have been
shapping away at field signs
such as badger paths, dung pits,
hairs caught on fence lines,
scratching posts etc.

Have you taken some long shots

of habitats wher
badgers?

(0] per haps youod
some evidence of human

disturbance at setts, such as

crowning down holes, hole
blockages etc.
| f youodve been

rehabilitation of injured badgers,
perhaps you have some images
youdd I ike to

Per haps youdve
phptograph your bgdger gr/?up
Scolducting Gurvigl work? (2

s h a
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Li mpyodos tal
A week in the life of
a badger watcher

Friday 11th June. Report from lan
Hutchison of Scottish Badgers. A
resident living next to Corstorphine Hill
called Scottish Badgers to report a cub
wandering, unafraid in her garden. lan
passed on the incident to me but the
cub had gone when | phoned.

Because | lead groups of people
badger watching during the summer
months and Corstorphine Hill badgers,
although very alert to human presence,
are normally happy to come out to eat
peanuts, | leave peanuts at setts
several times a week without watching,
visiting 3 main setts during the lull in
a human activity around 5.30pm. There
is plenty of competition for this free
food - mice, squirrels and foxes as well
as dogs and at one sett a very bold
rabbit. | also clear some undergrowth
that obscures setts from best vantage
points.

Sunday 13th June, 8.00pm. Badger
watch with John at the Rock sett (a
permanently occupied annex sett). We
saw a large boar whose dirty face
showed he had been clearing out the
sett. He spent some time eating the
peanuts | had thrown onto the spoil
heaps and while he was occupied a
nervous adult obviously limping on the
left hind foot ran downhill soon
followed by another adult. There was
more coming and going but in all we
saw just 3 adults.

Rock sett.

Monday 14" June, 5pm | had thrown
down peanuts and pulled out nettles
when | noticed a small black and white
head at the entrance | was standing 2
metres from. Quickly | moved away
and watched as a small cub emerged
limping badly on the left hind foot and
headed straight for the tree | stood
beside to drink from the tiny pool
trapped between its roots. Apparently
oblivious to me or perhaps not
perceiving me as dangerous he lapped
the water as | videoed him from just
above his head ino zoom required.
Fully tanked up, he stumbled and
hobbled back down to the sett
entrance and ate peanuts before
disappearing.

Tuesday 15" June, 5pm. As yesterday

. the cub limped out on hearing the
* patter of peanuts and was happily
eating them as | filled up the pool from
a water bottle. The noise sent him

running for safety not to be seen
again. | left to lay peanuts at another
sett where a young fox stayed long
enough for me to video him.

Wednesday 16" June, 5pm The cub
was already out when | arrived with a
tin of dog food so | hastily sat between
roots on one side of the beech tree
and poked out the meat with a twig to
throw to the cub, now named Limpy, on
the other side of t
best delivery method and he flinched
and snorted as the lumps fell but ate
without much hesitation half the tinful.
| expected he would take more, even
though he is a very small cub but he
left half on the ground and ambled,
limping, back down to his sett. |
scraped up as much as | could out of
the leaf litter to leave it inside the

cubo6s sett entrance.

Thursday 17" June, 5pm, better
prepared with only % a tin of meat, |
put most of the meat on a large
Norway Maple leaf and waited for
Limpy. No peanuts today. | even had
time to lay down my square of foam to
protect my rump from whatever evil
insect bit me yesterday. But no badger
cub. Sadly | went to another sett, and
while throwing down peanuts saw the
fox running past. Returning to the
Rock sett the fox was under the beech
by the meat leaf and Limpy was out
looking for peanuts. | crept down, the
fox ran, and | knelt in the undergrowth
and threw peanuts near to the cub.
Perhaps he had been waiting
underground for the patter of peanuts
s o0 hadnot emerged
probably followed me. So who ate the
meat?

Friday 18" June, 5pm. with Laura i1/2
tin of dog food on a leaf, peanuts
thrown, and out comes Limpy straight
to me, carefully sniffs my boot before

going to eat the meat.

it all but as he leaves he picks up the
largest lump and, head up, carries it
back to the sett.

The problem is, he is really lame
perhaps a festering leg wound or
broken bone. So | decide to betray his
trust, catch him to visit the vet.

Saturday 19" June, 5pm with John, a
cage and a grasper. John sits by the
tree the grasper noose under the leaf
with peanuts on it. Limpy trots out of
the undergrowth straight to me and is
eating peanuts from my hand! At first

tree. It wasnodt the

inside the cage. Eventually he is
anaesthetised and examined, we see
him asleep on his nest, so small!. His
ex-ray shows a leg fractured maybe 10
days ago, that the vet says, will heal
itself. The leg is also hot and inflamed
probably from a bite. It requires
antibiotic treatment and the vet
wonders if we could release Limpy now
and then recapture him for more
antibiotics in 2 days time. Not after this
experience at the hand of man we say!
He is micro chipped, moved to a bigger
cage at the Clinic and should be well
enough for release in a few days time.

Sunday 20" June, 8pm. With John we
watch at the main sett an ancient boar,
a younger boar, and 3 lively cubs
vigorously playing with a young female
who was not their mother. This is
Limpydés family and
female injured him in play. Where the
mother is, is a mystery unless she was
the one limping in the annex sett. The
3 cubs are as unafraid of us as was
Limpy and come to sniff our boots.

Wednesday 23" June. A phone call
from Kevin the vet to say Limpy is well
enough to be released. He has had
antibiotics and  painkillers, been
friendly towards his carers and when |

e ar larriveris. calrilyh waitinfy onxhis cage at

the Clinic. We carry the cage back to
his sett at 9.30pm. He becomes
increasing agitated as we approach
and John lifts the cage lid under the
beech where his adventure began,
expecting him to gallop down the
nearest sett entrance. But no, his pace
iH guites Ieisurely anda hed turnse away
from that entrance trots uphill,
eventually his little blue behind
disappears into the undergrowth.

John doesndt know what 6t sulyh@p0Op el ndontigued to put

but | speak a quiet commentary while
gradually enticing the cub towards the
noose, peanut by peanut feeling his
wet nose on my fingers as he gently
picks up the food. When we reach the
noose John pulls it tight, Limpy
becomes a struggling grey hairy ball, |
run for the cage, and there he is
growling and tearing up the newspaper
struggling to escape.

By the time we have driven to the Dick
Vet small animals clinic at the Bush,
vet students are waiting and Limpy is
hidden inside a nest of newspaper
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peanuts at the annex sett for a further
week, as predicted Limpy no longer
comes to me for food but on Monday
12th July | saw him briefly at 10pm,
noticed he still limped, the blue mark
had gone and that an adult boar now
occupied the sett entrance with such a
reliable food source! However the
weather has now changed, more
natural food will be available in woods
damp from many downpours and | shall
keep trying find out if and how Limpy
survives the summer.

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeece.

HESSILHEAD
UPDATE

In the last issue, we featured
the plight of a lone badger cub
in rehabilitation at Hessilhead
Wildlife Rescue Trust in
Ayrshire.  Thankfully (for the
cub at least), another young
badger has recently come into
care at Hessilhead. The cubs
are getting on well together,
providing each other with
some much needed non -human

company.

Reporting
badger deaths

August 2010

A City of Edinburgh countryside
ranger was Vvisiting a sett on
Corstorphine Hill. All was well until
he found a dead badger half
entered into a sett entrance.

He wrote,

i Looks to be a
interference, rigor mortis had
set in yet so quite fresh with
strange looking white patches of
skin with fur missing. Fur missing
in the usual place i.e. above the
rump. o

Worried about how a badger
could have died there, he took it
back to headquarters for other
rangers to look at and he also
emailed me. | mentioned that that
the last time | had seen a badger
dead at a sett very near
Corstorphine Hill a post mortem
showed it had bee
expect him to, but he called the
local WCO who thought she could
detect entry and exit wounds so
took the body off for post mortem.
| went to watch the sett and saw
only 2 adults and no cubs, an
unusually small number for this
time of year.

Within a few days the WCO
emailed me saying,

At a quick gl anc
there was an entry and exit
wound.  However post-mortem
results are that the badger had
died from acute systemic disease/
toxicity. This basically has been
caused by a previous severe
trauma possibly caused from
anot her badger. o

The badger was male, weighed
11.73km had broken front teeth,
several wounds some old some
fairly fresh on his chin, ears and
back.

It seems there is significant
conflict in the badger population
even at this time of year but our
badgers are well looked after!

Tricia Alderson
ELBG




Seasoned badger watchers will no
doubt have heard a wide range of
badger vocalisations, for which they
may well have made up their own
descriptions (think chirp, bark, hiss,
snort etc.)

Badgers use sound to convey
changes of mood in the darkness of
the sett and for localisation and
possibly individual recognition.

When interpreting badger sounds,
context is also important.  For
example, a growl may be used in
defence/ warning but it may also be
used along with a visual show to
display dominance. Some sounds
appear to be restricted to cubs,
whilst others are only heard
amongst adult badgers.

Until recently, it has been difficult to
standardise descriptions of badger
sounds as it is so difficult to
attribute words to sounds.

This all changed in the late 1990s
through the work of Josephine
Wong and her colleagues at
WildCRU.  They applied sound
spectrographic analysis to badger
sounds to measure their acoustic
characteristics and to make the
sounds visible. The result was 16
discrete vocalisations, all of which
can be heard on their website at
http://www.wildcru.org/research/

research -detail/?project_id=58

Despite this impressive body of
research, some questions on
badger vocalisation remain
unanswered. For example, why
does the badger, an apparently
social animal, not have a specific
alarm call to warn other members
of its social group of impending
danger?

The scientists at WildCRU have
concluded that we probably still
have a lot to learn about how
badgers use sound and perhaps
there are further sounds that we
have yet to document.
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In the last Scottish Badgers newsletter |
described the beginnings of the
Edinburgh and Lothians Badger Group
journey to competent night-vision
recording of badgers around their setts.
| left you at coffee and a plan to create
a portable remote recording system
which could be used to record badgers
at pretty much any sett we desired.

During my filming work in the Botanics |
had pretty much abandoned battery
power and returned to the use of mains
power. This worked fine in the Botanics,
but would not work so well at setts like
those on Corstorphine hill which are
lacking in civilised facilities like thirteen
amp mains sockets. A return to
batteries would be necessary.

Within John's box of treasure

Setting
badger camera
(on a budget!).

we ask ELBG member

In the second of a series of articles,

Steven

Gregory to talk us through the trials

and

tribulations of setting up a

badger camera.

use in video applications turned out to
be perfect for the job.

The system needed to be truly portable
and John came up with two ingenious
solutions for getting the mass of
components and cable into the field.
The first was the idea to fit the system
into a cheap plastic toolbox. This gave
us an almost weatherproof case for the
recorder and battery to live in overnight
and a convenient way to carry the
equipment to the sett.

The second breakthrough was John's

idea to convert telephone extension
reels to store the cable. It turned out
that the reels that he chose had a
convenient space inside
which just fitted the

were a number of infrared [ | s tth@amdunt 8ircuit board from the

sensitive black and white cctv
cameras which were very
small, an infra-red illuminator
and a rather large VCR
machine. There was also a
part completed wiring system.
Around the same time another
Anight
donated to me for the

purposes of badger filming. dark had become a thing The

This camera had an in built
illuminator.

We quickly agreed to abandon

the VCR in favour of a more

modern video recorder. The first that we
tried was called the Flashtrax XT and
consisted of a hard drive built in to a
case with a small monitor. It was around
the size of a video cassette tape. This
immediately allowed us to imagine a
more portable system.

Originally John had intended to use a
large leisure battery to power the
camera system. The recorder that we
had chosen uses far less power than a
VCR however, and coupled with us only
needing the system to run for twelve
hours we were able to dispense with the
leisure battery in favour of a far more
portable motorcycle battery.

My task then was to set too with the
soldering iron and create a wiring
system that would allow us to put the
whole thing together relatively quickly in
the field. Finding suitable connectors
which were weatherproof, quiet and
quick to use in the field proved to be a
challenge, and again | looked to
motorcycles to find a solution.

I found  rubberised,  waterproof
connectors  which  although quite
expensive and not at all designed for

of wiring we had was

halved and wrestling

oltage regulators that
protect the cameras from
electrocution.  Instantly
the amount of wiring we
had was halved and
wrestling tangled cables
in the dark had become

visiono [@RUEHEaLEsSIN{Es athing of the past!

Flashtrax XT

recorder was to become

of the past!O an issue. Although it

works fine in our system

and is pretty reliable the
company which produced them stopped
making any more some time ago. After
sending what seems like thousands of
emails to different companies which
supply portable video recorders we
finally settled on the MiniDVR, supplied
by a company in Hong Kong.

This is tiny unit, around the size of a
cigarette packet. It still has an inbuilt
monitor but it records the video to flash
memory, like a digital camera, rather
than a hard drive. This makes it utterly
silent and it uses even less power than
the Flashtrax.

The choice between cameras with built
in illuminators and the use of separate
iluminators is a difficult one. The
advantage of having your light source
built in to the camera is the ease and
speed at which you can set up the
camera. External illuminators double
the amount of wiring and increase
setting up time.

However, because you can be more
flexible about the direction that your
light source comes from, you can obtain
a much nicer image, complete with
depth and shadows. Cameras with in-
built illuminators produce a very flat

Scottish Badger

Issue 02 Autumn 2010 Page Nine

image in the dark.

There are still improvements that we
would like to make to the system. New
camera technology is continually being
developed and some very interesting
dual-sensor cameras are now available.
These actually have two cameras built
in to the same case; a colour one for
use during the day and a black and
white, infra-red sensitive one for use at
night. The unit automatically switches
cameras depending on light levels. This
set-up allows for a night vision camera
which also produces excellent quality
colour video during the day; something
which single sensor cameras do not.

It would also be advantageous to fit a
timer to the system so that it could be

activated at a later time, saving the
need for visiting the area to be filmed
close to emergence time. Unfortunately
this would require modifications to the
recording units, which would involve
invalidating the warranty on the most
expensive component of the system.

Above: Components from left to
right 3 12 volt infra -red sensitive
cctv camera with in -built illuminator,
20 meter cable reel with
incorporated voltage regulator and
microphone, 12 volt sealed lead -
acid battery, Flashtrax XT digital
video recorder. The whole system is
transported in the tool box, where it
remains while filming.

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeccece.

In the next Scottish Badgers
Newsletter | will tell you what we
have learned about filming the
badgers, including some tips to
avoid some of the pitfalls that result
in a morning with no fresh badger
footage!
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Female
hedgehogs snub
foraging grounds
of badgers

A recent study by Dowding et al.,
published in Animal Behaviour ,
suggests that urban hedgehogs
have definite preferences when it
comes to the type of garden they
frequent.

Both sexes appeared to use
gardens of semi-detached and
terraced houses. However, when
it came to using the gardens of
detached properties, it appeared
that females would steer clear.

The authors argue that this is
because detached gardens are
more likely to be frequented by
badgers, a potential predator of
hedgehogs. They attribute this to
differences in reproductive
behaviour between the sexes,
with males taking more risks in
order to spread their genes.

A qui ck Googl e S
Eart h, hedgehogs,
an interesting article on the
subject, plus a link to the paper.

eeeeeeeeeeeceecece

Validating the
use of volunteers
in monitoring
NEMNEIS

A'recent study by Newman et al. ,
published in Biological
Conselvation, (estedzthe efficacy
of using volunteers to assess
mammal populations. The study
found that:

1. Techniques that could be
taught to volunteers without
lengthy or specialist training could
yield reliable data.

2. With approximately half a day
of training, volunteers could
produce .viable. data,. verified by
professionals

3. Volunteer teams brought
considerable cost savings over
using a single professional
surveyor.

Physical fitness was.an important

predictor of a vol
condugt a task well,
Interestingly, previous

conservation experience did not
enhance performance over
novices, nor did age appear to
have any impact.
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