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WELCOME TO THE
Summer 2011 issue of
Scottish Badger: your
quarterly newsletter from

Scottish Badgers.

Many thanks to those
who have contributed to
this issue. We hope you
enjoy reading it and
perhaps something will
inspire you to get in
touch with your own story
for the next issue. The
more people we have
contributing to the
newsletter, the better it
will be as a resource for
everyone. We would love

to hear from you!

Elaine Rainey,
Editor

The quarterly newsletter of the charity Scottish Badgers

this | ssuedq

Booking opened: Annual Conference
Badger movies premiered
Spotted: your badger pictures

Bouncing badgers!

“(Photo: Tricia Alderson)"

From the Chair - July 2011

OWING TO UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES, Roger Cottis
has decided to transfer the role of Chair to me. It is therefore
my job to report to the membership on recent developments
but first - | hope that you are all having a good summer, with
plenty of badger watching.

Badger culls in England and Wales

Currently we have much to celebrate in Scotland. However,
dark clouds are on the horizon in both England and Wales.
The Badger Trust has been very active in opposing culls in
these countries and, at least in Wales, the new Labour
government is reviewing a possible cull in the face of the
scientific evidence. England is not so good although there is
not a rush to try and cull t
planned for next year to see if shooting badgers is effective - in
kiling them! Many of you might have seen the welcome
intervention by Sir John Krebs and others during the week
before the announcement, but again, the Westminster
government seems to have ignored the advice. My own
feeling is that the public in general will be disgusted by the
blatant contravention of animal welfare considerations. Indeed
many farmers actually fear a public backlash.

Youth project

On a happier note, | was extremely impressed, as were my co-
Trustees, by the celebration in Edinburgh on 3 June 2011 by
the three Lothian schools involved in our youth project,
coordinated by our Development Officer. The young people
were fabulous! Please read
project produced better badger footage via the time control
cameras than did
give thanks to Scottish Natural Heritage. Their funding
enabled the project as | mentioned in the last Newsletter.
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Planning Project

We also had a first year review of the Planning Project with
SNH staff. Again, the list of achievements by lan Hutchison
and Elaine was extremely impressive. This is a very wide-
ranging and difficult subject to deal with and so any progress is
welcomed.

Training

| am very pleased to make a new announcement namely, that
another Level Two Module, the one on Leading Group
Surveys, is now ready to roll as a first pilot. This will be done
with much help from our Countryside Ranger colleagues and
Elaine is inviting applications on Page Seven.

Instead an Od6experi ment

In the last Newsletter, | had, as usual, been going on about
funding. Does anybody read what | say?!

It is now clear that, by April next year, we shall have only the
third year of the Planning grant from SNH (albeit a small one)
but no other government funding of any sort. We do have
Heritage Lottery Funding for Years Two and Three of the
Youth Project. However, this puts extreme pressure on the
Trustees whilst trying to fund two staff posts. On scanning the
funding environment, it has become clear that we have to be
funded for volunteer development, public education, and
specific skill training. Sadly, nobody is going to give us money

for o6core badger work©o, such
mitigation, road casualties, or crime prevention.
El aineds account | ater on. The

Ellie Stirling and | have agreed to put our backs into looking for

WWwhebhweni yamvte o

Meanwhile we do require someb

i.e. raffles, dances, tin-rattling etc, because nobody will ever
give us 100% funding. Applications to me please!

Eddie Palmer

Chairman

Supported by .
@ The National Lottery® ’ @fg‘&ﬁﬁiund

through the Heritage Lottery Fund
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9.30 a.m. Registration/ Coffee
WE ARE NOW TAKING
10. .m. Wel | ion.
BOOKINGS for our Annual 0.00 a.m elcome and Introduction
Conference, to be held once 10.15am.  Staff projects
again at Oatridge Agricultural Operation meles i the last year, and recent crime cases i
. lan Hutchison
College, West Lothian, on
Working with Planning Authorities i lan Hutchison and
Saturday 17th September 2011. Elaine Rainey
) Working with young people to tackle badger crime i
This year, we are very pleased to Elaine Rainey
have special guest George 11.10 a.m. Questions and discussion
Pearce, aut hor C 1130am. Coffee
Behaviour,  Conservation & . . ) )
o ) . 11.50 a.m. My life with badgers and farming i George Pearce i
Rehabilitationd a farmer and badger consultant
speakers. George will be giving Questions
us a special insight into his life
12.45 p.m. LUNCH (AGM 12.45 to 1.15)
with badgers, which spans over
2.00 p.m. Workshops
70 years!
A. Badgers and Licensing i Ben Ross, Head of Licensing,
We also have some special talks SEn e fenzue
. . B. Bait marking: principles and case studies i Steve
and workshops lined up, with Jackson-Matthews, Envirocentre
something to suit everyone. The C. Snaring: update on legislation and case studies i
full days conference fee, which Andy Riches, SB Advisory Group Member
includes lunch and refreshments, D. Politicial Lobbying i Libby Anderson, One Kind
is only £27 for members and £32 E. Badger surveying: field signs (indoor/outdoor) i
Elaine Rainey, Scottish Badgers
for non-members. A booking
3.30 p.m. Tea
form is included with your
3.50 p.m. The work of the Procurator Fiscal in Wildlife cases
newsletter.
4.30 p.m. Finish

We hope to see you at Oatridge
in September.

WANTED:

OUR GRAND RAFFLE will be held again during this years conference proceedings. Many wonderful prizes, donated usually
from amongst ourselves and friends, will be available to win.

affle “rizes

As we and our friends have cleared our homes of potential prizes over the past years, | am asking i nay i begging, anyone
who is attending the conference to bring along something suitable as a prize: an unwanted gift or anything, no longer wanted
(but please, no cracked Toby Jugs!).

If you have such an unwanted item, it would be gratefully received by us and, hopefully, cherished by its new owner.

Thank you.

John Ellis, Chairman,

Lothian & Borders Badger Group (2011 Raffle organisers)

Scottish Badger
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J (}TS Species Protection Officer.,

\

n Hutchison, Spécies Protection Officer, rep
_the past few months :

TIME ONCE MORE for an update on where we are
with this Operation.

| have been busy over the past few weeks writing a
Badger persecution report for 2009 - 2010 which, by
the time you get this Newsletter, will have been
published on our website where you can download a

copy. It is the first time that such a publication has
been written. Since | would appreciate feedback on
the content, please feel free to contact me by email at
ian@scottishbadgers.org.uk

We still have a long way to go to feel confident that all
the incidents involving badgers are reported and
recorded - not just in Scotland but throughout the UK.

| feel that we have to seize this opportunity, through
the operation, to ensure that the recording system and
partnerships we shall inevitably need are in place and
robust. Badger Persecution is still a UK Wildlife Crime
Priority.

If therefore we fail to keep reporting incidents, it can
easily be relegated from the priority list.

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeceeeeeeeeeee

AS PART OF an ongoing media strategy,
‘we plan to raise the profile of badger
/| persecution in the UK.

" To that end, four major events will take
place on Tuesday, 20 ™ September 2011
4 one in each of the four countries.

~_* The Scottish event is planned to take place
at the Lighthouse, Mitchell Lane, Glasgow,
{ G1 3NU - commencing with a presentation
at 11 am followed by an exhibition of some
of the horrors our badgers have to suffer.

Volunteers will be on hand to fill you in on the details of the appalling task we face in
protecting not only Scottish badgers but others in the UK.

Please do come along and join us on the day.
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PLANNING

THE IMPETUS ON this
project is slowly building
up and a recent meeting
with  Scottish  Borders
Council  confirmed  the
value of the work done by
Elaine Rainey and Tricia
Alderson in  organising
surveys in areas of
potentially high risk to
badgers from development.

Having been briefed by
these ladies, | was able to
attend a high level strategic
meeting with SBC senior
planning officers and to
begin to outline foreseen
problems with projected
mitigation plans at a
proposed major
development site in Newton
St Boswells. SBC officials
were very pleased with the
outcome and remain signed
up to this project for the
next year at least.

On other fronts, we have
completed data exchange
with  North  Lanarkshire
Council and have entered
into a work program with
Glasgow City Council to
produce planning guidance
notes which by spring 2012
we shall have completed.
These guidance notes are
planned to be suitable for
all planning departments in
Scotland.

eeeeeeeeeeeceecece

ROAD TRAFFIC
ACCIDENTS

IN THE LAST Newsletter, |
mentioned a pretty bad
month in March this year
with 116 deaths recorded.

This monthly total rose to
128 through further
submissions but was
surpassed in April when a
further 141 road kills were
reported - again a massive
increase from 109 in the
same month in 2010.

In fact we are now having a

very bad year with 524 road

kills to date. The total in

2010 was 686 and we still
have the second peak
period in September/
October to come - only a
few weeks to go.



mailto:ian@scottishbadgers.org.uk
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E{—éfn% Rainey-,
past few months.
PILOT RUN OF
YOUTH
PROJECT
COMPLETED IN
LOTHIANS

The purpose of the Edinburgh-
based pilot project was to trial
different ways of working with
young people to see what they
best responded to and learnt
from.

WE WORKED WITH 50 P4i P6 pupils from three
Edinburgh based schools during May 2011,
conducting three teaching sessions with each school.

Mammal Detectives

The first session, 6 Ma mma |
with the handing out of individual badger project
folders and special
6 What does everyone know
discussion to get everyone chatting. This also helped
us to gauge the level of knowledge within each group.
Also on display were badger skulls, badger hairs and
plaster cast prints, plus a large bag of mealworms
equivalent to what a badger would eat in earthworms
in one night!

All this was a great ice-breaker for the subsequent
outdoor tracking session in their local woods, where
the children were
badger eyesd and start
children seemed distinctly uninterested at first but
things soon changed when said children were
selected to get down on their hands and knees to
follow a badger path and report back to the group on
their findings.  Several pairs of mucky knees later

and they were hooked.
thought this was going to
thing ever!o

Some very observant tracking then followed and on
arrival at the badger setts the children where itching
to get recording.
ensured that the children acted respectfully at the
setts. By chance rather than good design, | had
purchased some small bags with name labels and |
decided to give each pupil the task of finding their
6ownd badger hair, to be
little bag and returned

clearly underestimated the playfully competitive
nature of children ¢é

task, even the ones who had up until this point been
reluctant,

and
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suitably mucky and we had a selfappoi nt ed

with eight badger hairs. Recording forms were filled
in by everyone at the setts and we retreated to a
suitable spot in the woods where we discussed our
findings.

There arendt really
there? Miss, how many badgers live there? What
about cubs? Mi ss,

It became clear that the children were having some
difficulty in connecting the holes in the ground with
the actual presence of live badgers, so we spent
some more time walking around the sett vicinity,
imagining where the badgers might be sleeping. After
this exercise, | hinted that we might be able to get
hold of some video camer
BBC useodo, to find out if
living at the setts. It was agreed that this would be
fawesomeo, so | arranged
set up their badger cameras.

Stealth Cam-eraderie!

-
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school, a quick chat through how the cameras worked
and back off to the
children to have a think about where they might like to
put their badger cameras and asked them to consider
factors such as active entrances, good viewing

On e angdis, gloge-up-apdnyhalessetiovigws glg. So by the
b elimg Wer gptrigythe sefty, the ghijdeer wee faging fog ¢

go, with lots of ideas on where they wanted to put
their cameras. Team working was the name of the
game with this task, as the children were told to

cdiseuiss and dlecigderamengst thegigelvep where higyy

would place their cameras. The children selected the
camera settings themselves and erected their
cameras, taking a quick test shot and making some
final adjustments before leaving a little peanut treat or

6theird badger folder.

this

where each group was presented with their cameras
and given time to look through their footage. One of
the Head Teachers commented that he had never
seen a particular pupil so engrossed in school work
é he was amazed! I was
their footage was fantastic! They had filmed just
about every aspect of badger behaviour you could
possibly think of: play fighting, mothers with cubs,
squat scent marking, use of scratching posts, spring
cleaning, foraging ¢é

Myself and the Earth Calling team were on hand to
interpret the footage and the children quickly picked
up on the 6stories of
their movies.

Page Four

the

traps; tp gachy of foyry gaips gwithin €8¢ me
badger

o

s u b W farhg haggery anghheagingback to sehogly h e i r o

I 6d

se

work editing their clips and adding commentary to
dreate etheif moviest h After cah busy dbute excitingo
session, each group within the class showed their
movie to the others and there were laughs and
cheers all round. Some children personalised things,
giving the badger stars their own names, others took
a more scientific approach of documenting badger
behaviour é. each to his

Little Bards

The schools also undertook badger poetry writing
sessions, with the teachers primed and inspired
following a CPD poetry workshop we ran for
participating teachers, in conjunction with our project
partners The Scottish Poetry Library.

Rolling out the red carpet ...

No movie making experience is complete without a
glitzy premiere, and so
Storytelling Centre on
finale event involving all three participating schools.
The event kicked off on the High Street, with the old
faithful badger mascot greeting our special young
uestp puide JohyngigHouse, |Repgeseqtafes
from the local badger group were present to receive
the results of the badger surveys; children took to the
stage to recite their poetry and each and every
movie was shown on the big screen, with much
giggling and clapping! Then followed a question and
answer session where the children quizzed the
grown-up experts on topics such as New Zealand
flatworms and Albino badgers! We topped the event
off with a presentation of certificates and badges to
each and every pupil who took part in the project,
with a big smiley group photo at the end. One child
came up to me at the end and asked if this meant
that the badger project was over. When | said yes
they said Al wish the
What a lovely

forevero.
mission accomplished.

eeeeeeceeeeeeceeceeeeeececece.

The next step is to move the project on to the Border
region, where we are planning to work with another
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BORDERS
SURVEYS 2011

Our first year of fairly systematic
surveys confirmed the national
survey results: the Scottish
Borders really do support a large
number of badger setts.

WE SURVEYED two areas. Firstly near Stow
where Borders Coordinator, Laura, was living and
later around Newton St Boswells where a 900
house development is proposed.

Near Laura, is a national survey square where we
had drawn a blank in 2007 except for field signs
that indicated a sett lay in a conifer plantation on
steeply sloping ground just north of our boundary.
Frustratingly we didnot
and it has irritated me ever since. Now in 2010,
we scoured the woods found 3 satellite setts but
only when we got to the wall at the bottom of the
hill did we see on the opposite side of the valley,
in an open arable field, spoil heaps of a small
main sett.

Unfortunately this sett was ploughed over in
spring and the police became involved. On the
same day we followed up information given to
Laura and found a second main sett.

So satisfying to act on such sources of information
and locate setts.

Newton St Boswells site had been surveyed by a
professional ecologist who had found a main sett
on the site and another 3/4km away. Working to
add to this information and assess the affect of the
development on the local badger population we
started surveying the site and 500m around it but
soon decided that the badger population is so

concentrated that at least 1km will have to be
checked in order to assess the loss of so much
land to development. So far we have found 5
main setts and 30 satellite setts but some areas
have still to be surveyed.

Highlights of the survey

So many setts and every one so satisfying to
discover. Lovely countryside, views of the Eildon
Hills, but on the last day, in April with hawthorn in
blossom and Spring urging undergrowth to hide
field signs we found something quite intriguing.

The route of the old Waverley railway continues
passed Melrose and, in a shallow -cutting,
badgers have dug a main sett into its banks just
south of the housing site. Badger paths run along
the old line, on the banks and along the floor till it
passes below a busy country road. On the far
side the householder has dumped tons of soil to
block the line and form a lawn; badgers have

h LAY oL bﬁﬁ@ put off by this, bi’“(@e{}va”q MRVE m

dug a tunnel through to the lawn and also formed

an outlier sett beside it.
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And finally, we were wearily walking back to the car
when we noticed a line of prints crossing the road.
They connected obvious badger paths at each
verge. It seems that rain the previous night, resulted
in muddy paws leaving these faint prints on the
tarmac and the suddenly warm morning baked and
preserved them despite the traffic.

Tricia Alderson
Lothian & Borders Badger Group

event and as a result, our story made it into several papers.

AS REPORTED IN the last newsletter, Strathclyde Badger and
Mammal Group organised a petition to Strathclyde Police in an

t o - s cr SPMGtishdisappointedctiead Sirathalyde Bdlide has made this decisips,

attempt to reverse a

ordinator.

years, was crucial to fighting wildlife crime in the Strathclyde Area.
Almost 700 supporters from all across the UK signed the petition and
on June 28th, we submitted our petition (in full badger costume!) to
Strathclyde Police HQ. We were very lucky in that the Herald, the

Evening Times and the Daily Record sent photographers to cover the

deci si on

The role, which had been filled by Joe Connelly for 9

Shortly after submission, we received a letter from Strathclyde Police in

response to our petition. While Strathclyde Police has no intention in

approach -al |
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incidents

investigationos

reinstating the role, they have explained very clearly that they will

continue to investigate all reported incidents of wildlife crime.

but we would ask that all readers closely consider their proposed

wi |1 b e

Strathclyde Police to this promise and we would ask everyone to

continue to report wildlife crime and, just as importantly, track the

progress. Pl ease

SBMG if you find Strathclyde Police falling short of their promise.

investi galt ed
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SB MEET

John Ellis, SB Trustee/ Membership
Secretary and Chairman of Lothian &
Borders Badger Group, tells us about his

longstanding involvement with badgers.

I T SEEMS | 86VE always been
was young, | read Rupert Bear but | was always more
interested in the stories
featured.

In 1972, | joined Edinburgh Zoo as a Keeper and soon
discovered there was a badger sett within the zoo grounds.
So | started to poke about,
iThe Badgero and

My real involvement with badgers began in 1978, initially as a
watcher and photographer when | obtained permission to
watch the zoo sett outwith zoo hours. Then, after being
involved with the Scottish Wildlife Trust for a number of years,
| was asked to undertake contract work for them, and
subsequently, for Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and the
Scottish Office, etc. Through this work, it became apparent to
me that little was really known about the distribution of
badgers in the Lothians and that their sett categories were
almost unknown. There was never enough time to do a
thorough survey and it was not compulsory anyway. As a
result, they were suffering in the face of development and
road building. | felt that a badger group was required to
collect this information and make it available if and when
necessary. So, in 1993, with another person, | formed an
informal group, the Edinburgh & Lothian Badger Group, which
was later constituted in 1995. In 2011, it became the Lothian

SPOTTED: wh a't

THE O0SPOTTED6 THEME for
seen out and about during the day. Dianne Allan was driving
along a country road in West Lothian when she spotted
movement in a nearby field. Much to her surprise, it turned
out to be a badger! An ol d
the looks of it, but apparently it was moving fine as it ran off
swiftly when a car passed. Thanks Dianne.

interested in

this

",&- / V‘” ¢
badger " T;P od”

badgers. When |

wh e n & BegesssBadoey Group ef which Igip Chaimgna d g e r |,

In 1994, | was invited to join badger workers from all over
Scotland at a badger workshop organised by SNH to discuss
the way forward for badger workers in Scotland. During

b dnfogmaltperieds of thip rpeetipg; the pesgibdlities of fargiag ap
began to | ear rimbrella body for Scottish badger groups was discussed by

the other delegates and me. By the end of the day, the seed
had been sown. Most of us were very enthusiastic about the
idea of forming a Scottish Badgers Committee which
eventually happened in 1997. That evolved to become
Scottish Badgers. | have been involved with SB since the early
days and am currently a Member of the Advisory Group, the
Membership Secretary and a Trustee.

Over the years, | have dealt with most aspects of badger work
including surveying, mitigation, bait marking, sett exclusions,
catching injured badgers for veterinary care and releasing
them back to their sett.

When | see a black and white head poking through the
undergrowth or emerging sniffing from a sett entrance, |
still get the same kick as the first time | saw it. Everyone
should have a chance to see that.

youodve
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Meanwhile, further west, a
passer by came across two
badgers trundling along the
River Ayr Walkway in broad
daylight.

Lorna McLaughlin
was so excited when | saw
them because |6ve wal ked
up here for yefars and 120
never seen then beforel!o

says il
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A REMINDER TO anyone
who has overlooked paying
their subscription for
2011/2012.

Subscription rates are still

It is due now.

the same as 2009 namely:
Individual - £16.00, Family
£20.00 and
£10.00

benefits).

Supporter

(with restricted

Thanks go to those Members
who have already rejoined
this year. Your continued
support is much needed and
appreciated.

To take the memory work out
of paying subscriptions, why
paying by
Standing Order which is so

not consider

much more convenient. Oh
and, if appropriate, please
consider Gift Aid. It is
another financial benefit to

us at no extra cost to you.

John Ellis,

Membership Secretary

EEEEEEEREEAEREEHEECE
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Whatever your badger story,
wedd | ove to hea

If you have any observations
to add to the conversation,
or any snippets of badger
behaviour, field signs,
photographs etc., please do
get in touch. By feeding in
our stories from across
Scotland, we can all learn

mor e about Sc
badgers.
And i f youodve

element of badger activity or
field sign that
trouble interpreting, let us
know and wedl | d
solve the mystery!
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